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Other name Aepyceros melampuRooibok

Historically Impala were mainly found in die NortherriYortheastern
and Eastern parts of the country.

Habitat

Impala prefer savannah woodland and Acacia thorn veld, gferably
near water.

Behavior
They form herds of 6 or more than 50, depending on the time of year.

During winter mating time (March to May) one territorial ram
gathers a herd of ewes (this is called a harem). During rutting and
mating times, rams will be d@tering laud snorts and grunts. | mpala is
mainly active during the day but can be active during periods of feeding
at night.
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Difference between male (ram) and female (ewe)

Rams are bigger than ewes and have horns, while ewes do not grow
horns

Mass, Rams: 47 to 68 kilograms (avernge of 54kg)
Ewes: 32 to 52 kilograms (average of 41kg)
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Breeding

A single calf is usually born i@ctoberto February after a gestation
period of 190 to 200 days Lambs are kept is creches where a few
impala ewes keeps watch.

Impala has a lifespan of about 12 years.
Diet

Impala are browsers (pods, seeds and leaves of certain tree species)
and grazers (especially sweet grass species) and are water dependent.

Fun Facts

Impala can jump 3 meters high and farther than 12 meters.
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Springbok

Other names: Antidorcas marsupiallisSpringbok

Springbok are widely distributes throughout South Africa. Springbok
Is also the National Animal of South Africa.

Habitat

Springbok have shown that they readily adapt to most habitats, but
traditionally they prefer the inl andPlato, Karoo and Kalahari region.

Behavior

They are highly gregarious and move in large herd$erritorial rams
will try to keep herds of ewes in breeding season and defend them
against other rams until the ewes move away from on ra8 territory

to graze in another rams territory.

They are mainly active by day but in some areas also at night.
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Difference between Male (ram) and female (ewe)

Horns of rams are much larger and thicker, especially towards the
base. The horns of the rams have more of &urve inwards than those
of the ewes. Rams are heavier and more robustly build.

Mass of rams: up to 41kg

Mass of female: up to 37kg

Breeding

Lambs are mainly born in summer and the rainy season, from November
to February. Some parts of the Cape can getdmbs in July, depending
on the availability of food and climate. Newly born lambs are hidden
for a few days under tall grass or scrubs. Gestation period is about
24 weeks (168days).

Springbok have a lifespan of up to 10 years.
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Diet

They are not water dependent, but will readily drink when available.
They are mainly grazers preferring short grass; they will also eat
shrubs, leaves andeedpodgespecially Camel thorn trees) as well as
wild fruit and young shoots.

Fun Facts

They can bound and legpepeatedly) into the air with stiff extended
legs, with the rams raising the hair of the dorsal crest extending from
the back to the tail. These bounds may reach 2 to 3 meters. It is
also known as ZpronkingH.

They al so Zpr onkH, onwhen defendmgntheir ar e

territories.
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Other name Tragelaphus strepsicerosKoedoe

Kudus are found throughout South Africa.
Habitat

They can be found in a very wide habitat range including hilly areas,
slopes of mountains, woodlands, buhckets, riverine areas, bush
veld and savannah areas.

Behavior

Small herds of 3 to 20, usually cows with their young. Adult bulls are
solitary or in bachelor groups. Adult bulls that have won the right to
mate will join herds offemalesand their young nh mating seasonKudus
are very shy antelope and tend.
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Difference between male (bulls) and female (cows)

Adult bulls have large horns and are mucheavier and larger than
the hornless cows

Mass of bulls: 190 to 270kg
Mass of cows: 120 to 210kg

Breeding

Usually a single calf is born in summer, from November to January
after a gestation period of 7 months.

Diet

Kudus are predominantly browsers. Leaves and fresh growth of plants
and shrubs, seed pods, but may nibble on new growth of grass.

Fun Facts

They can easily jump ovethree meter fences. Kudu also have very
large ears, hence their acute hearing.
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Other names: Oryxgazelle Gemsbok

Traditionally found in the Northern Cape, Kalahari, North West and
Western Cape

Habitat
Oryx prefer dry areas, opersavannah and desert grassland.
Behavior

They are gregarious and occur in medium to large breeding herds
(mixed bulls, cows and calves). There are also herds consisting of just
bulls (bachelor herds) as well as territorial bulls.

They are mainly active by dy.
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Difference between male (bull) and female (cow)

Both bulls and cows have horns. The bulls have horns that are more
symmetrical and thicker at the base. The cows often have longer
horns. Bulls are heavier and are stockier build than the cows.

Mass of hulls: up to 240kg
Mass of cows: up to 210kg
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Breeding

Usually one calf is born after which the calf is hidden in tall grass or
shrubs from the heard for up to 6 weeks.

The cow visits often to let the calf suckle. The gestation period is
264 days.

Oryx hawe a lifespan of 15 to 19 years.
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Diet

They are mainly grazers (grass eaters) but also eat pods of especially
the Camel thorn, small shrubs and bushes. They also dig up roots and
bulbs to eat, from which they g moisture and thus do not need
water often.

Fun Fact

The OryxAs horns can reach 120cm
antelopes to survive for much of the year without water.
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Other names: Taurotragus Oryx, Eland

The Eland is die worlds larges antelope.
Habitat

Eland are foundn grassland, mountain, sutlesert, acacia savannah
and woodland areas.

Behavior

Usually older, dominant males are solitary, while other adult males
form small groups of three or four.

Females gather in much larger groups. A male may spend a few hours
or even weeks with a female group before becoming solitary again.
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Difference between male (bull) and female (cow)

Both male and females have horns. Males can get up to
1,6 meters tall at shoulders and female just 20cm shorter.
Mass of Bull: 400 to 492kg

Mass of female: 300 to 445kg

Breeding

After 9 months, a singlecalf is born at any time of the year. Eland
have a life expectancy of 15 to 25 years.

Diet

They feed on shrubs and bushes. The Eland use their horns to bring
twigs and branches into reach.They are also known to consume
tuberous roots.

Fun Facts

Eland ispopular as a source of milk. The milkisricherhan c owASs
It does not need to be stored in a fridge and can last for up to 8
months when properly prepared.
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Waterbuck

Other names: Kobusellipsiprymus Waterbok

Waterbuck were always foundaturally in the Northern parts of the
country (Limpopo and Mpumalanga).

Habitat

Waterbuck prefer open dry country with savanna grassland and even
hilly areas as long as it is close to water.

Behavior

They are grazers and form herds of up to 20 or more. These herds
are breeding herds and consist of a territorial dominant bull, cows and
calves. After 1 year, bulls are kicked out and they form bachelor herds.

They mainly graze during the day.
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Difference between male (bulls) and female (cows)

Bulls are larger and have horns, while cows do not have horns.
Mass of bulls: 250 to 270kg
Mass of female: 210 to 240kg

Breeding

One calf is born in summer after a gestation of 280 days. The calf is
hidden in longrass or under growth and will join the heard at about
4 weeks. They have a lifespan of 12 to 15 years.
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Diet

Waterbuck are dependent on waterTherefore, do not live further
than 2 to 3 km from permanent water. They graze on long grass and
will eat water plants and their roots. Waterbuck are also known to
browse on fruit and seeds.

Fun Facts

The round white circle on the rump is a prominent feature. Theydve
strong scent glands that produce a turpentinelike scent that can
even be smelled by humans.
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Other names: Raphicerus campestrisSteenbok

Steenbok are widely distributed throughout the country except in
certain parts of Eastern Cape and KwaZuhiNatal.

Habitat

They prefer open habitat like bush veld, savannah and grass veld with
bush and shrubs to hide in.

Behavior

They are solitary, except in mating season or ewes with a lamb. They
settle in territories. Steenbok are mainly actve at day but sometimes
at night for a short while.

Difference between male (ram) and female (ewe)
Rams have horns and ewes do not.

Mass of ram: 9 to 13kg

Mass of ewe: 11 to 13kg
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Breeding

Although breeding is mainly in summer, it could be any time of the year.
The ewe hides the lamlbfor a few weeks up to a few months, she will
return daily to clean lamband to let is suckle. Gestation period is 158
to 173 days. Steenbok have a life span o6 to 8 years.

Diet

They are not water dependent. Steenbok are mainly browsers and eat
leaves, shoots, seeds and wild fruits. They seldom eat grass. They dig
up roots with their front hoofs . Feeding takes place early mornings

and late afternoons.

Fun Facts

Steenbok scrape a hole in the ground where they burry their dung.
They defecate and urinate in the small hollow and then rake sand over
it with their front hooves.
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Other names: Sylvicapra grimmiaDuiker

Duikers are widely distributed is SouthAfrica but absent from the
desert regions.

Habitat

They do not occur in forests but will hide in them if threatened. They
avoid open grassland where there is no shelter. Duikers are found
throughout Africa, South of the Sahara.

Behavior

The Duikers getsits name from the Afri kaa
means to dive, relating to the animal ducking away into bushes when
danger threatens. They are mainly active in late afternoon and into

the night and early morning.

The males and females are territorial, chasingaway only others of
the same sex. Males and females share territories but only come
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together for mating. Duikers are the most successful bovid species in
Africa.

Difference betweenmale (ram) and female (ewe)
Only males have short horns but females arbigger.
Mass of male: 15 to 18kg

Mass of female: 16 to 21kg

Breeding

Female give birth to one lamb, after a gestation time of 6 moths, any
time of the year, possibly with a peak in births in summer times.
Mating systems varies from monogamous pairs to eam with more
than one ewe.
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Diet

They brows a wide range of broadeaved forbs, trees and bushes.
They also eat fruit, pods seeds, roots, bark, flowers and fungi.

Fun fact

The Duiker is one of very few antelope to have been known to eat
insects. They eatcaterpillars and even nestling birds.
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Hartebees

Other names: Alcelaphus buselaphusiartebees

Hartebeest occurred mainly in the region of the present day Kruger
National Park, where it became extinctA new population haseen
established by relocating animals from Malawi.

Habitat
They prefer an open habitat with adequate drinking water.
Habits

Hartebeest are gregarious antelope with herds of about ten. A
territorial bull will expel young bulls at the age of 10 to 12 montk.

Difference betweenmale (ull) andfemale (cow)
The bull As horns are thicker at

Mass of male: average of 200kg
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Mass of female: average of 180kg

Breeding

After a gestation period of 240 days, females calve during August
and September,depending on region. The herds calve at the same
time, which is an antt predator mechanism. Calves weigh about 15kg
at birth. They have a lifespan of potentially 20 years.

Diet

This is a grazer dependent on perennial grasses. They prefer new
growth and graze early mornings and late afternoons.

Fun fact

Hartebeest are extremely swift runners and can reach speeds of up
to 65km/h and have the stamina to maintain this over long distance.
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Blesbok

Other names: Damaliscus pygargyBlesbok

They originallyoccurred in the central part of South Africa, Highveld
plains and other grass veld plains in cooler climate.

Habitat
Their habitat is Highveld open grassland with water.
Habits

Blesbok are gregarious animals that form hers of females with young
and youngamsi also bachelor hers and theterritorial rams. Blesbok
are mainly active by daydiurnal).
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Difference betweenmale (ram) and female (ewe)

Males are stocker and more robustly build than females. Although
both sexes have horns, rams horns are thicker and larger than the
ewes.

Mass of bull: 6673 kg
Mass of cow: 5864 kg

Breeding

One lamb is born after a gestation period of 8 months, any timérom
November to January.

The have a lifespan of 11 years.
Diet

They are water dependent. Blesbok are exclusively grazers. They
especially like short grass.

Fun facts

Blesbok can be confused with the Bontebok. Bontebok has a clear
white rump and the Bleskok does not.
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Other names: Connochaetes taurinu3lou Wildebees

Blue Wildebeest are found more often in die Northwestern parts of
South Africa and large numbers in the Kruger National Park.

Habitat

Blue Wildebeest live in open bushveld but are able to adapt very well
in dry areas like theKgalagardiTrans frontier Park.

Behaviors

Blue Wildebeest are highly gregarious antelope. Territorial bulls
defend the cows around theiterritory; however,cows tend to move
through various territories. They move seasonally after grazing and
water. These antelope are mst active during the cooler parts of the
day, seeking shade in die heat of the day.
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Difference betweenmale (ull) andfemale (cow)

Bulls are biggerthan the cows. The horns of the bulls are on average
| arger and more robust than the

Mass of bull: 230-270kg
Mass of female: 166200kg

Breeding

Calves are born during middle November to December, although it
varies from area to area. Gegation period is 250 days. The blue
Wildebeest have a lifespan of 17 to 20 years.
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Diet

Blue Wildebeest are primarily grazers, showing a preference to short
green grass.

Fun facts

The heaviest Blue Wildebeest weighed, was a bull found in the Kruger
National Park with a mass of 307,5kg.
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Other names: Nyala angasii or Tragelaphus angasi

Habitat

This rather large antelope inhabits dense woodlands and thickets
along permanent water. It is very secretive and more easily seen at
night. Nyalais nonterritorial, but both sexes have overlapping home
ranges. The home ranges of cows are twice the size than that of
bulls.

Behavior

An interesting fact is that the juvenile males look like females. It is
thought that this camouflages the young males and protects them
from the jealous eyes of the dominant bulls. The young males are
therefore allowed to grow up peacefully under the protection of the

herd.
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Appearance

The handsome slatebrown shaggy coat is marked with white
vertical stripes and spots on the flanks. Bulls appear more charcoal
grey incolor The bulls have long inward curved horns (650 mm) and
a white chevronface.

They have a ridge of long hairs along theunder parts, from behind
the chin to between the hind legs, they also have a mane dhick,
black hair from the head along the spine to the rump.

Bulls weigh 115 Kg and measures 1.05 m at shoulders. Cows are much
smaller and do not have horns, and weigh 59 Kg and stand 900mm
at shoulders. Cows are chestnutoated with even more prominent
white stripes on the flanks.

Breeding

They breed throughout the year, but mating peaks in autumn and
spring. Single calves are born after a gestation period of 220 days.
Twins are not uncommon. Cows first conceive between 14 to 18
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months. Average interval between births is 297 days. Mating
opportunities for bulls are decided through dominance behavior.

Diet

This antelope feeds by both grazing and browsing and will readily feed
on leaves, fruit and flowers. This variety in their diet is one of the
factors ensuring their successful survival.

Fun Facts

Nyala gives off a striking alarm call. The sharp, high-pitched sound
is almost like a barking dog
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Hart mannAs Zebr a

Other names Equus zebra hartmanneSebra/ bergkwagga

Zebra are widely distributedthroughout South Africa.
Habitat

Zebra prefer open grassy plains and savanna. They prefer grazing
with short grass and occur in areas with water, as they are very
dependent on water.

Behavior

Zebra are highly sociable animals. The live in small family groups/herds
with onestallion. Sometimes bachelor groups are formed, but stallions
do tend to stay alone at times. They are highly gregarious and mix
with Wildebeest, Impala, Giraffe and other habivores. They defend
themselves by biting and kicking.
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Difference betweenmale (Stallion) andfemale (mares)

Males are more robustly build, stockier and heavier.
Mass of male: 270340kg
Mass of female: 270-325kg

Breeding

Gestation period is about 375 days or just more than 12 months. A
single foal with a mass of 30-35kg is generally born in the summer
months. They have a lifespan of about 20 years.

Diet
Zebras are grazers but occasionally browse on herbs.
Fun facts

No Zebra is striped like another. EacZebras stripe pattern is unique.
Zebras are related to Rhinoceroses.

35| Page




Other names: Giraffa camelopardalisKameelperd

Giraffe in South Africa can be found in National Parks throughout, in
provincial nature reserves and private game reserves.

Habitat

Giraffe prefer open woodlands and shrub savannah with enough trees
that has palatable leaves, especiallyacaciaswhich is a favorite food
source.

Behavior.

Giraffes congregate in herds of up to 20 animals and usually one
territorial bull is present. They are often found with Zebra, Blue
Wildebeest and Impala. They are active by day and night.
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Difference betweenmale (bulls) andfemale (cows)

Bulls are larger and usually darker. The bony growth resembling short
horns on their heads are actudly hai r gr omwhuls are ZH
more symmetrical ananuch thicker than cows. Bulls usually have no
tufts or hardly any compared to cows that have tufts of heir on their
Zhor nsH.

Mass of bulls: up to 1400kg
Mass of cows: up to 1000kg

Height: Bulls cangrow up to more than 5 meters and cows grow to
about four - 4,5 meters.
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Breeding

A single calf is born throughout the year. The gestation period is 15
months. Giraffe can live up to about 28 years.

Diet

They consume shrubs and leaves especially fracacia trees. Giraffes
are not water dependent but will drink is water is available.

Fun facts

They can run steadily at speeds of up to 55 km/h for quite a distance.
Giraffes can deliver a very powerful and fast kick with front and back
feet.

38| Page




Blackl BackedJackal
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Other names: Canis mesomelaRooi Jakkals/Swartrug jakkals

Blackbacked jackal is distributed throughout South Africa.
Habitat

They occur in most habats from desert to mountains and coastal
areas. They prefer drier areas andtend to avoid marshy areas and
wetlands.

Habits

They live in pairs that form longterm bonds and establish territories,
but more often than not scavenge and hunt alone. They are extremely
cunning and very adaptable.
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Day or night

Although they can beactive at day, they usually rest up in holes or
under bushes. They are mostly active at night. Often they can be
spotted during dusk and down.

Difference between male and female

Males are larger than females
Male: 611kg
Female: 510kg

Breeding

The average litter are between 1 and 6, but sometimes (although
very seldom) up to 9or 10 cubs, are born from July to November
depending on rain, area and region.

There is a gestation period of 2 months. Black back jackal can have a
life span of about 12 years.
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Diet

They are hunters and scavengers with a very acute sense of smell.
Their diet consists of a wide range of food including small antelope,
hares, reptiles, insects, birds and eggs. Some types of wild fruit and
berries are also eaten. Black back jackate not water dependent.

Fun fact

The haunting call of the Black backed jackal is typical night sounds of
wilderness areas.
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Bat -eared Fox

Other name Otocyon MegalotisBak oor jakkals

There are two primary populations; one in South Aricand the other
one in East Africa.

Habitat
Open woodland, grassy plains.
Habits

Nocturnal animals, Bateared foxes live in pairs and both parents rear
the cubs. They are mostly monogamous and breed every year.

Size

Body length of 50- 60 cm
Tail: 30 - 35cm

Stands 35 - 40cm
Weight: 3 - 4.5 kg
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Breeding

After a gestation of 2 months, the female gives birth of 2-3 young.
They have a live span of 12 years.

Diet

They are insectivorous. Insects, particularly termites and
grasshoppers are preferred. A smalbercentage of their diet includes
lizards, small bird, eggs, small mammals and fruit.

Fun fact

Bat -eared foxes mate for life, and sometimes two females will mate
with one male and share a communal den.
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Porcupine
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Other names: Hystrix africaeaustralis, Ystervark

The live in North Africa, South Africa and EastAfrica
Habitat

Porcupines can be found from sea level to 2000m above sea level in
most areas with vegetation. They prefer rocky hills and outcrops, as
they must have shelter during the day.

Behavia

Porcupines travel alone or in small family groups. Sleeping in the day,
they feed at night. When cornered, porcupines can be aggressive,
running sideways or backwards to embed their sharp quills in an
attacker. Specially modified quills known as rattlguills add to the
noise made when shaken.

Male and female both weigh from 10 24kg
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Breeding

The gestation period last around 94 days. The young are born in
litters of up to three young. Average litter size is with a mass
between 300 -440grams. They are born with soft quills so ease the
birth process but quickly harden in the air.

They are longlived for rodents, surviving 12 to 15 years
Diet

Their diet consists mostly of vegetation, digging out roots, tubes and
bulbs. Porcupines are also fond of falleruits and will grow on bark.

They have been reported to eat carrion. In somereas,they practice
gnawing on bones.

Fun fact

Porcupines will often accumulate large piles of bones in their dens.
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Cape hare/ Brown hare

Other names: Lepus capensid/lak haas

There are 12 sub-species of the Cape Hare found throughoufrica
Habitat

They are wildly spread and abundant in more arid regions of South
Africa. They prefer open grassland.

Habits

Several males may follow solitary animals, but estrus femaldsr a
short period.

Breeding

Nonseasonabreeder, births peak during rainy season. It gives birth
to 11 3 leverets after a gestation of 42 days. Young are fully furred
and weigh 100 grams at birth.
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Diet

Depending on availability of grass or shrubs, dither graze or brows.
Hares re-ingest soft cecotropes pallets directly from the anus during
their resting periods in die day, and excrete hardeflets during
nocturnal feeding

Mass varies from 1 51 2,5kg with the female being slightly larger.
Fun fact

Females for only 10 min suckle leveret¢sich night.
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Spring Hare

Other names: Pedetes capensjsSpringhaas

Springhare is a rodent and not a hare.
Habitat

With the exclusion of deserts and forested areas, the Spring Hare has
a wide distribution in South Africa, with a predilection for flat arid
and semvarid country.

Habits
With their long hind legs they can run fast to escape from predators

Breeding

The Spring Hare gives birth after a gestation period of 77 days.
Females can giveirth to single young up to three times in a year.
Young are well furred at birth and are born in burrows.
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Young are dependent on their mother's milk up to about seven weeks
of age and at a weight of 1.3 kg. Sexual maturity is attained at eight
months.

Appearance

The head and body of the Spring Hare measures 400mm with a tail
of 440 mm. It weighs up to 3 kg and is the only large jumping, bipedal
rodent in this region. With its short front and large hind legs, it
appears and behaves like a dwarf Kangaroo. € havelong ears and
a rabbit like head. Upper body parts are yellolwrown, cinnamon or
Rufus-brown in color. They have a prominent dark tail tip.

Diet

The Spring Hare feeds on grass roots, rhizomes, corms, stems, seeds
and leaves and seek out greegrasses, whichare high in protein and
water. Spring Hares forage on all fours, but sit on their hind feet and
tail while eating, to manipulate the food with their forefeet.

Fun facts

They possess an advanced sense of sight, hearing and smell. Their
large feet assist in detecting vibration.
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Caracal

Other names: Felis caracalRooi kat

Appearance

Caracal is a large, &t with tufted black ears, creamy underbelly with
faded orange spots, and long legsh& face has exquisite markings.
The Caracal moves with grace and a sense of confident power.

Habitat

Found in dry savannah and woodland areas, scrubland and rugged
terrain in mountainous regions, where it is known to live as high up as
3000 meters. Like other Cats found in dry, arid orsemidessert
locations, the Caracal can survive for long periods without water.

50| Page




Habits

The Caracal is a mostly nocturnal, secretive, solitary and an
aggressive animal. Due to being hunted as a problem animal by
farmers, Caracal became even more elusaed thus a sighting of one

Is very difficult.

Breeding

A female may often mate with up to three males. The litter size
varies between 16 kittens, which are born after a gestation period
of approximately 78 days.

The kittens have a daily weight gain of approximately 21g per day
and although they reach maturity at about 16-18 months of age,
they are often independent from about 12 months.
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Diet

In hunting, the Caracal is mainly nocturnal, but will also use the
twilight hours to search out its prey. Diurnal activity has also been
observed, specifically in the hunting of birds. For its size the Caracal
Is strong and fast, and as well as taking smaller prey such as Jerboas,
Sand Rat, Ground Squirrel and Rock Hyrax, it can also bring down the
larger Reedbuck ah Duiker.

This Cat is able, from a sitting position, to launch 45 meters in the
air by using its strong hindquarters and limbs. They do this to pluck
flying bird prey from the air.

Size

Weight of Femalel1l kg
Weight of Male:15 kg
Length of Female:109 cm
Length of Male:117 cm
Funfact

They are known to have a vertical leap of over 10 feet!
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Other names: Atelerix frontalis, Krimpvarkie

Appearance

Hedgehogs are small insectivores. They have pointed faces and short,
sharp spines covering the flanks and back as protection against
predators. Their head and body length is 200mm with a short
rudimentary tail of 20mm.

Mas: 310 g (Adult)
Length: 18 cm (Adult)
Habitat

Hedgehogs inhabit open grasslands or open wooded country. They
inhabit a wide variety of habitats, but apparently avoid wet
habitats.

Behavior

Hedgehogs are generally nocturnal and solitary.
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Breeding

Breeding season is from October to April. Their offspring are reared
in the shelter of nests or holes lined with dry leaves and debris.
Gestation period lasts from five to six weeks and litters vary from
one to nine. Young are hairless and blind at birtmd their ears are
closed. Beneath the skin of newly born young, the rudimentary spines
are alreadyvisible. Pigmentedpines appear after one day and infant
spines are replaced with mature spines between four to six weeks
after birth. Young are weaned at about five weeks.

Diet

Hedgehogs feed on insects such as beetles, termites, grasshoppers
and slugs. They may also prey on young rodents, small birds' eggs and
chicks, frogs and lizards. Even fungi and vegetable matter are
occasionally included in theiiet. They are not water dependent.

Fun Facts

Hedgehogs can hibernate, but not all do. They rely on hearing and smell
because they have very poor eyesight.
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Cape Ground Squirrel

[
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Other names: Marmotini[Xerus inauris] Waaiersterts meerkat

They are dstributed throughout the Kalahari, Free State, Northern
Cape, North West and Southern Cape Provinces towards the
Beaufort -West/Graaff -Reinet district.

Habitat

They inhabit intermittent shrubby grassy plains. Habitat can vary
from coarse sand to the harder fine clay soils of pans andverbeds

Appearance

The Cape Ground Squirrel is a rodent endemic to South Africa. It
measures 450 mm in length and weighs up to 1 kdJpper parts are
cinnamon caked with a lateral white stripe on either side of the body.
White under parts and the distinctive bushy fanlike tail have black
based, white tipped hairs. The coat is coarse with little under fur.
Winter coat is usually longer than the summer coat.
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Breeding

Only femalesolder than one year ag allowed to breed. Femalegive
birth to two to six young per litter, each baby weighing 20 grams.
Young arenaked at birth. Caring for the young seems to be a
community duty, sincearious females in a colony share this task

The dominant females, who & normally accompanied by their young
of the previous two years, tolerate only one adult male as main
breeding partner. Dispersal of offspring to colonies in adjacent
territories only takes place after two years. New colonies are then

formed.

Diet

Predomiantly herbivorous, and feeds mainly on roots and bulbs
excavated with claws and front teeth. These hard food items are
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gnawed in typical rodent fashion with the sharp incisors. Always feed
on the juiciest plants available. They occasionally take termitekiring
summer.

Fun fact

A young / baby of a South African ground squirrel is called a 'pup, kit
or kitten'. The females are called 'doe' and males 'buck’. A South
African ground squirrel group is called a 'dray or scurry"
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Suricate

Other names: Suricata, Gaaitjies meerkat/ Stokstertjies

Habitat

In South Africa, the Suricate has a westerly distribution, ranging
from the North -West Province, southwards to the Free State
through the Karoo almost to Cape Town, and westwards to the
Atlantic seaboard.

SociaBehavior

Suricates are territorial. Average group size is ten members,
comprised of equal numbers of males and females. They are also
diurnal, and take refuge in burrows at night or when threatened.
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Appearance

The Suricate is most frequenly seen balanced on its rear legs and talil,
while surveying its surroundings. The bufbrown to silvery body has
rows of reddishbrown spots along the back. The eyes are distinctively
dark-ringed. The head and body measures 2510 mm and tail 200-
240 mm. An adult weighs about 620-960 grams. They have dark
tipped, shorthaired, tapered tails. Hindquarters arestockier than the
forequarters. The head is broad and rounded, with a sharpointed
muzzle
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Breeding

Breeding females can produce between aral three litters per year,
but breeding intervals are rainfall dependent.

Births peak between January and March. The entire group
participates in the care and maintenance of young. While the pack is
out foraging for food, one helper remains at the den tdend to the
young.

Diet

Suricates feed on insects, small rodents, geckos andkes, whicltihey
catch with lightning swiftness. Pregnant and lactating females
forage more intensively than other members of the group, to meet
the increased energy budget associated with pregnancy or lactation.

Fun Fact

Biologists have discoveredimeerkatsHare immune to some snakes
venom as they belong to the mongoose family.
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Slender Mongoose

Other names: Galerella sanguineaSwartkwasmuishond

The Slender Mongoose is found in the central amartheastern regions
of South Africa and through Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and up
into East and West Africa.

Habitat

The Slender Mongoose inhabits open woodland savannah, within which
they favor more heavily wooded areas. Dens are established in disused
dens, rockrevices and hollow trees.

Habits

Solitary, but a collective territory may be defended by coalitions of up
to four males. This territory may encompass the ranges of several
females. Related and unrelated males are included in these coalitions.
Adult females do not share territories. Both the male and female
offspring disperse to find their own space.
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Appearance

Slender Mongoose females has a mass of 575 gr. and are smaller than
males at 715 gr. Color varies from light brown to dark reebrown
depending onhe area within its distribution range. Their bellies are
lighter in color. The long tails are distinctively blackipped, which is
characteristic of this species.

X

Breeding

A yearround breeder, but births occur more often in the rainy season.
They have a gestation period of eight to nine weeks and deliver one
or two litters per year, each consisting of between one and three
young

Diet

The Slender Mongoose feeds primarily on small rodents, reptiles and at
times on birds- andis known to take invertebrates.
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Fun facts

Slendermongoose idearless fighters and will kill most species of
snake. They will climb trees unlike any of the other mongoose.
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Yellow mongoose

Other names Cynictis penicillatawitkwasmuishond/geelmuishond

Habitat

They can be found in the central and western region of Southern
Africa. They are alsoparticularly common in agricultural areas of the
Western Cape and Free State. Absent from the Namib desert coastal
strip, neither does it occur in the highrainfall southern coastal areas
of the Eastern Cape, most of KwaZuleNatal, Mpumalanga and the
Northern Province's low veld area.

Habits

Some nocturnal movement has been recorded during full moon, but this
species is fundamentallyidrnal.

64| Page




Appearance

The Yellow Mongoose has a length of 46600 mm;with a tail of 180 -
250 mm. Mass is about450-900, g. has a triangular shaped face
with a pointed snout. When running the tail is held horizontal to the
ground.

Throughout the southern and central range, the coat is a reddish
yellow to a tawnyyellow color, and thebrushy tail has a very
distinctive white tip.

Breeding

Litters of two to five are born from October to January in the south
portion of its range. In the northern areas, birthing extends through

to March. Births have exceptionally been recorded each month of the
year, even though birthing peaks clearly exist.
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Diet

Feeds mainly on insects and other invertebrates, but it will also readily
hunt amphibians rodents and reptiles.

Fun Fact

It is believed that the Yellow Mongoose is an asymptomatic carrier
of rabies, i.e. it carries rabies but is not affected by the virus.
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Striped Polecat

Other names Ictonyx striatus, Stink muishond

Distributed widely and iscommonthroughout South Africa and in
neighboring countries, to as far north as Central Africa.

Habitat

The striped polecat inhabits a wide variety of habitats, except dense,
evergreen forests.
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Appearance

Head and body length isbout 350 mm as an adult, with a 200 mm
tail. Weighs between 640 and 1000 grThe pelage of the upper parts

of the body is black and white striped, with long hair. Top of the head
and rest of the body is black. There are three white spots on the
head, onesituated in the center of the head and one above each eye.
They have bushy tails

Breeding

Breeding season is over spring and early summer, only one litter
consisting of one to three altricial young is born per season. Gestation
period is 36 days. Copulation can last 6000 minutes.Sub adultsare
able to kill small rodents at nine weeks, andwyag are fully grown by
20 weeks of age.Except when mating, both adult males and females
occur singly. Female and young of the year remain together until her
young are almosfully-grown
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Diet

Feeds mainly on rodents, but almost any small animal preyhsas
snakes, lizards, scorpions, spiders, centipedes and insects may be eaten.
While foraging the polecat also pushes its snout into soft soil or plant
litter to locate invertebrates.

Size

Weight (Female)596 - 880 g
Weight (Male) 681 - 1460 g
Length (Female)63 cm
Length (Male) 63 cm

Fun fact

They have 5 toes on the fore and hind feet.
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Aardvark

Name Aardvark [Orycteropus afer]

Appearance

They have a body length of 110 cm and a shoulder height of 60 cm,
and the tail is 60-70 cm long. Theskin is pinkishgray or grayish
brown with coarse, yellowish hair. The hide is very thick in order to
protect it from insects. The small, stocky body of the Aardvark has a
high arch in its back.

The powerful legs are covered with dark fur and the forefeethave
four digits and the hind feet have five digits, and all are equipped
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with long clawlike nails. The thick claws on the forefeet are used as
digging tools.

The aardvark also uses its claws to walk on. The head is long and
slender and ends with a tubw@r, pig-like snout, which is covered in
white hairs that are 25 -50 mm. The ears are large, and they taper
to a point at the tips.

Diet

The diet of the Aardvark consists of termites and other insects. They
feed at night and follow apathway among the termite nests. They
feed by sweeping the ground with their noses and walking in a zigzag
fashion. They travel up to as far as 16km in search of food a night.

They eat by taking apart termite hills with their powerful claws.
With its protractile tongue (300 mm), which is covered with thick,
sticky saliva it traps the insects and then digests them. They also
favor melons. As a consequence of thecializedliet the cheek teeth
are reduced to flat-crowned, pedike structures adapted to crush the
hard outer shellsof insects.

Breeding

There is no mating season for the aardvark. Gestation lasts for 7
months and 1 offspring is produced. The young aardvark is born pink
and hairless. They remain in the burrow for about two weeks before
they accompany their mothermutside.

The young begin to eat solids at 3 months of age and are weaned in
7 months. They reach sexual maturity at around 2 years of age.

Behavior

The solitary Aardvark is primarily nocturnal, though they occasionally
sun themselves at the mouth of its burrow. During the day, they
sleep curled up in a tight ball. They are diggers who burrow, the
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forefeet are used as excavating tools, which loosen and push back the
dirt while the hind feet push the dirt backwards and to the sides.

The Aardvark creates a bumrow for several reasons, to find food,
shelter, and to provide a safe place in which to rear the young. The
burrows are up to 13 m long and have several different chambers and
several entrances, and once abandoned they are often used by other
animals suchas Warthogs and Jackals.

Aardvarks have excellent hearing but poor eyesight. Surprisingly
enough the Aardvark is a good swimmer. When frightened the
Aardvark grunts and bleats.

Where Aardvark Are Found

The Aardvark is found in subSaharan Africa in Savannagrasslands,
and open forests where the ground is soft and sufficient food and
water is found. The Aardvark are not found in very dry and rocky
places such as deserts. Aardvarks also tend to avoid forests.

Fun Fact

Aardvarks are digitigrades, meaning theywalk on their toes, and not
on the soles of their feet.
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Aardwolf

Name

Aardwolf /Proteles cristata] The name Aardwolf means 'earth wolf’
in Afrikaans and stems from its supposed delike features and its
dietary habits of eating termites which it digs for in the ground and
in the termite mounds.

Appearance

The Aardwolf has a yellowish brown coat with several vertical black
stripes, a bushy, black tipped tail with a long, coarse, dark haired
stripe on its back, which rises when the Aardwolf feels theatened or
scared.

The Aardwolf stands at 40-50 cm from the shoulder with a tail
length of 20-25 cm, has a length of 6580cm from nose to tail, and
weighs between 8 to 12 kg. It resembles a small striped Hyena.
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Diet

This unusual species of Hyena istarmite eater. So highly adapted
to eating termites, the aardwolf's teeth, except for its canines, have
dwindled to mere pegs incapable of even chewing meat. Its fangs are
still well developed, and it uses them to defend its territory from other
Aardwolves

The Aardwolf's diet consists mainly of two species of termites, one of
which goes dormant during the cooler winter, so the Aardwolf then
switch to the other species for nourishment.

This limited diet means the Aardwolf has a very restricted range and
canonly live where these two species of termites are abundant. On an
average night an Aardwolf can consume anywhere from 200 000 to
300 000 termites.

By using their acute hearing,the Aardwolf is able to detect termites

in the ground and then using their brad, sticky tongue they lap them
up. The Aardwolf also is known to eat other animals such as mice,
small birds, eggs, and carrion.

Breeding

Since the male and female Aardwolf are solitary, shy and elusive not
much is known about their social behavior, but is believed that
mating occurs throughout the year. Gestation lasts for 90-100 days
and 2 to 4 cubs are produced. When the cubs aneeanedpoth parents
feed them regurgitated termites.

Behavior

Aardwolves are nocturnal, solitary foragers, only coming together to
mate and rear young. They are sometimes seen in pairs or small
groups. The Aardwolf has never developed a clan system like the
spotted and striped hyenas because of their strict diet of termites.
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Since food cannot be shared or brought back to the den, aardwolves
must travel and forage by themselves.

Their dens are normally enlarged springhare burrows, but they also
frequent disused Aardvark or Porcupine burrows. Aardwolves are avid
diggersand in the absence of holes, they will construct their own.

Where Aardwolf Are Found

Aardwolf occurs throughout eastern and southern Africa, except in
the south along the coast. These secretive and entirely harmless
carnivores appear to have a wide habitatolerance with a preference

for semtarid, open plains, savannas, and grasslands where it lives in
burrows in the ground.

There are two geographically separate populations dkardwolves one
centered in South Africa and the other extending from central
Tanzania northward to southern Egypt.Aardwolvesare mostly found
in the grasslands and scrubs of Botswana, Karoo, and the Northern
Cape Province.

Fun Facts

Aardwolves are related to hyenas. They eat mostly termites
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Baboon chacma

Name

Chacma Babooor Cape BaboonRapio ursinus

Appearance

The Chacma Baboon is a large primate with a delike face and large,
prominent canines. A mature malmeasurel.5 m from head totail,
weighs up to 33 kg, whereas the more slender female measures 1.1
m, and has a mass of about 15 kg.

Diet

Omnivorous, under natural conditions they feed on wild fruits, seeds
and insects, even scorpions, and on occasion even the flesh of small
mammals and birds. Because troops are inclined to raid commercial
crops, baboonare not popular with maize and fruit farmers.
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